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Rotary Club of Harlem

The Rotary Club of Upper Manhattan (Harlem) was chartered on November 25, 1966
and formally welcomed on February 23, 1967 on Rotary International’s 62nd birthday

with a gala banquet sponsored by the Rotary Club of New York. 

The Rotary Club of Harlem is a community based charter member of Rotary
International, which is comprised of roughly 1.3 million individual members worldwide.

We are proud to be one of 35,000+ clubs that work together to promote peace, fight
disease, provide clean water, sanitation efforts, hygiene, safety of mothers and children,

support education and grow local economies. 

Our club has 3 key areas of focus for our community service work. These areas align with
the mission of Rotary International, but most importantly are vital to our community and

impassioned by our club members.  These 3 areas: literacy and education, health &
nutrition, and hunger and homelessness are crucial to the future of Harlem. 

Your support this evening means we can continue our efforts to impact the community
we love in a positive way through our annual service projects and volunteer events. 

We are so excited to share this evening with you as we celebrate 51 years of dedicated
service to the Harlem community and beyond! 

Welcome 
and 

Thank You for attending our fundraiser gala! 

Club Slogan: "Have You Helped Today?"

https://harlemrotary.wordpress.com/


Young Faces Smiling
Young Faces Smiling (YFS) is a registered 501©(3) non-profit founded by Dr. Eloise L. Young and

Ms. Ardella McClarty in 2005. YFS is an innovative educational enrichment program that connects
students to celebrities and their careers. YFS primary objective is to empower young people in

school and the community. YFS is an in-class literacy-based program that utilize pop culture as a
catalyst to effect positive academic change. Through a partially student-directed curriculum a

multiplicity of methods and approaches will be utilized to teach students.  

Informed by the current research, YFS addresses two of the soft skills, tenacity and persistence,
often overlooked when schools create interventions programs to address student academic

performance. Students identify celebrities, entrepreneurs, and public figures that they would like
to meet; they read articles about the subjects, which highlight biographical information, secrets to

their success, and pitfalls to avoid; finally, they write letters grounded in one or two facts culled
from the article read. Then the letters are mailed by YFS who guarantees a response and students

grab onto the idea that they will hear from someone they’re interested in hearing from. YFS
curriculum is not limited to letter writing, which is entirely structured on factual information but

other subjects areas are used during the program. YFS will deliver on their promises to connect
students with celebrities. Sometimes it only takes one person to motivate and change the life of

another and students are destined to have a memorable lifetime experience. 

Young Faces Smiling thrives on the kindness of celebrities, entrepreneurs and public figures to
enrich the professional learning experience of students, thus creating visionaries, instilling hope

and revitalizing student potential. YFS lessons will focus on the ‘Real History’ of celebrities,
entrepreneurs, and public figures that provide real-life examples and academic problems. Young
Faces Smiling meets once a week for 10 - 20 weeks with an entire class during English (Language
Arts) or Social Studies periods using pop culture as a hook, integrating reading, writing and math

skills. YFS assist in the transformation of the students and ensure them with confidence in
themselves and competency in their academics. YFS expose students to career pathways provided

through interviews, job shadowing and interactions with the celebrity involved.  

Young Faces Smiling is a unique partnership and collaboration between celebrities and
professional industry that have a keen focus to assist in improving the educational experience and

outcomes of at-risk youth. It is our intent to help reverse the rising rates of school dropouts,
joblessness, incarceration among youth, and to increase their representation in the pipeline to

higher education and professional endeavors.  

Young Faces Smiling: Reel - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpU1SETGJJM 

Our Charity Partner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CpU1SETGJJM
http://youngfacessmiling.org/


1. Chanell E. Gatewood Scholarship - our club awarded 4 Harlem
students $1,500 in scholarship money 

2.Read Across America - Rotary Club of Harlem donated over 1,000
new books to Harlem students in four schools 

3. Food for the Soul - packaged over 17,000 meals for local food
pantries and Hurricane Matthew relief 

4. Bridges to Prosperity - raised funds in partnership with fellow
Rotary Clubs to build foot bridges in rural areas of Panama -
$60,000 total project 

5. Meals on Wheels - partnered with Union Settlement to deliver
over 2,200 meals to local Harlem residents 

6. Blessing Bags - packaged and delivered over 200 bags filled with
toiletries and essential items to citizens in need 

7.Don't Walk By - volunteered at this year's "Don't Walk By"
homeless outreach providing food, clothing, blankets, toiletries,
shelter, medical & legal resources  

8. Safer Sex Kits - packaged over 1,000 kits filled with education
and contraceptives to prevent the spread of H.I.V. 

9. Good Shepherd Orphanage - donated funds to pay school fees
and purchase school supplies for orphans in Zimbabwe 

10. Our Heritage: Journey to D.C. - chartered a bus for over 50
Harlemites to visit the Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History & Culture in Washington D.C. 

Here are some of 
our accomplishments 
2017-2018

HELP US CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS...

https://www.paypal.me/RotaryClubofHarlem
https://www.paypal.me/RotaryClubofHarlem


1. P.S. 175 Elementary (Harlem) 

2. Bread & Roses HS (Harlem) 

3. Thurgood Marshall Academy HS (Harlem) 

4. Academy for Social Action HS (Harlem) 

5. High School of Art and Design (Manhattan) 

6. DeWitt Clinton HS (Bronx) 

7. Validus Preparatory HS (Bronx) 

8. Bronx Preparatory HS (Bronx) 

9. Inwood House JHS (Bronx) 

10. Transit Tech HS (Brooklyn)

Some of the  
schools we've
served...
THESE STUDENTS HAVE BENEFITED GREATLY
FROM YFS PROGRAMS

CHANG ING  L IVES

Young Faces Smiling has served over 4,000 students and has motivated, impacted and shaped

their lives in immeasurable ways. To better serve our students with real life interaction, career

awareness and engagement with celebrities, entrepreneurs and public figures, YFS has

conducted 350 one-to-one interviews and created over 90 celebrity education videos, many of

which are available on YouTube. The enrichment program has taken students on 30 plus

classroom adventures, consisting of visits to the workplace such as the TV studios of Katie Couric

Talk Show, The View, Dr. Oz Talk Show, Harry Connick, Jr. Talk Show as well as attending celebrity

events, plays and much more. YFS has hosted 20 in-school visits with celebrities and

entrepreneurs through an organized assembly. 

Our Impact

http://youngfacessmiling.org/
http://youngfacessmiling.org/


7:00pm guests arrivals 

magic by Allen He

7:55pm "what Harlem is to

me" - Roy Coleman 

8:00pm welcome address and

awards presentation

9:00pm H.G.T. performance

hour

10:00pm party time! - music by

DJ Galapagos

Performance Hour Line-Up 

#HGT2018
P R O G R A M  F L O W  &  S C H E D U L E

T H E  P A R T Y  I S  U P T O W N !

Eugene T. Barnes 
Comedian/Host 

 
Durrell A. Wells 

Singer 
 

Ivory Fox 
Hand Balancer 

 
Kira Faith 

Contortionist 
 

The Schiller Institute NYC 
Chorus 

 
Chris McDaniel 

World Champion Trick Roper 
 

Geneva T. Bain 
Singer 

 
Capoeira Angola Center 

Brazilian Martial Arts



Tashera & Xavier Simmons 
Humanitarians 

Lenny "The Barber" Hansen 
Entrepreneur

With a smoky voice, soul-wrenching lyrics, and sultry melodies, singer/songwriter
Xavier Simmons has a way of instantly putting an audience in a trance. The son of
legendary rapper DMX, Simmons has nevertheless cut his own unique path with
music more influenced by Radiohead, Eminem, Lightnin' Hopkins, and Laura
Marling. He considers himself not only a craftsman but a student of the human
condition, revealing in his music poignancy far beyond his two decades of
existence. He currently resides in Westchester, New York. 
Both Xavier and his mother Tashera are avid supporters of Young Faces Smiling and
many other charitbale organizations.

Tashera was born in New York, New York April 10, 1971 and is the eldest of 8
children. In 1978 her Panamanian born mother and Brooklyn born father moved her
and her siblings to a New York City suburb Yonkers, New York.  
In Tashera’s own words, she explains “Marriage is complicated, and it’s even harder
under the scrutiny of flashing camera lights, the media, and fans. Raising seven
siblings was character building, but it did not prepare me for what my life would
eventually become. Faith kept me by my husband’s side every step of the way and it
has also changed me. As a celebrity wife, it is easy to become enthralled by the glitz
and glamour and get lost in the entrapment's of fame. Success has afforded us the
best of everything. However, along with the wealth came the struggles." After over
twenty years together, four children, and massive success, Tashera has decided to
separate from DMX and move forward to focus on her family and independence.  
Currently you can find Tashera doing interviews, testimonies, speeches and panels
all over the country. She also enjoys working with general media to help public
audiences understand her message of love, healing, and never giving up.

Lenny Hansen, affectionately known as Lenny The Barber, and CEO of LTB
Entertainment INC. started his career in entertainment as a personal groomer to some
of music and sports biggest stars.  He credits these experiences, his keen
understanding of the consumer, and his relationships with key connectors for his
success in consistently producing ground breaking and original entertainment
experiences for over 20 years.  
Throughout the years he has coordinated successful special events and album
releases for every urban record label (both major and independent), major sporting
events (the official after party for the NBA’s All Star Weekend), urban fashion houses
and just for the love of the party.  A “Lenny The Barber” party always reaches full
capacity attendance and attracts celebrity superstars. 
Since its inception, Lenny has used his celebrity contacts to assist Young Faces Smiling
with interviews and access. These amazing opportunities to meet their "heroes"
inspire the children to achieve their best. 

Recipient of the  
Wyatt T. Walker "Harlem Visionary" Award

Recipients of the  
Chanell E. Gatewood "Harlem Service" Award

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1562815/
http://ltbentertainment.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1562815/
http://ltbentertainment.com/


Robert Jackson 
NYC Politican

Jackie Rowe- Adams 
Social Activist

Honorees Cont'd. 

From his first elected position as School Board President where he launched the
Campaign for Fiscal Equality school funding lawsuit, walked 150 miles to Albany to
highlight the cause and won a court judgment that awarded $16 billion for NYC public
schools, to his 12 years on the City Council where he sponsored the Small Business
Survival Act and fought for fairness, justice and equality, to recent fights for tenants and
against the IDC, Robert Jackson has taken on the tough fights for New Yorkers … and
never backed down.  He knows how to get things done, and has a record to prove it. 

In 2001, Robert Jackson was elected to the City Council – and has three times been
overwhelmingly re-elected by the voters of his upper Manhattan district. Because of his
experience, commitment and leadership, he was chosen to Chair the Education
Committee and Co-Chair the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus. 

On the City Council, Jackson worked to make sure every child has the best education
that we have to offer by helping to create more than 4,000 new openings for pre-k,
fought to prevent thousands of teacher layoffs and helped start the Drop-Out
Prevention Initiative. He worked to increase jobs and opportunities by sponsoring the
Small Business Survival Act and helped create a community manpower training
program cited as a national model by the Clinton Global Initiative. He fought for smart
budget choices that kept senior centers, libraries and fire stations open. And he worked
to make our neighborhoods safer by getting guns off the street through working with
community groups, sponsoring Buy Back Programs and advocating for stronger state
and federal legislation.  

In 2015, Jackson was elected District Leader and help found the new, progressive,
grassroots Democratic Club, Uptown Community Democrats.  Born and raised in
Manhattan, Robert and his family have lived in Washington Heights since 1975. He
attended New York City public schools and graduated from State University of New York
at New Paltz. He is married and a dedicated father of three daughters. 

Recipient of the  
Leslie Wyche  

"Mayor of Harlem"  
Award

Recipient of the 
David Rockefeller  

"Harlem Leadership" Award

Jackie Rowe-Adams is a life-long Harlem resident. Jackie got involved in community
activities at an early age.  She became a youth counselor in her church’s Summer
Day Camp, and began putting together glee clubs and talent shows. Her career as a
community activist began when she went from door to door helping her mother
get petitions signed.  Jackie has now worked with the Police Athletic League and the
City of New York Parks and Recreation Department. She has served on a number of
community boards, including Community Board 10, Community Board 12, and the
Civic Association Serving Harlem.  She has been President of the District 5 School
Board, President of Local 299, Vice-President of District Council 37, and Board
Chairperson of the Renaissance Health Care Network.  She is also on the boards of
Addicts Rehabilitation Center (A.R.C.), Harlem Week, Inc., and Project Harmony, and
is a member of the Mid-Manhattan NAACP. 

Jackie has worked tirelessly with youth and seniors as a music specialist with Parks
and Recreation since 1986, and, in 1996, started the non-profit organization
Talented Seniors and Youth On the Move, Inc., which provides performance
opportunities for youth and seniors and college scholarships.  After losing two sons
to gun violence, Jackie co-founded Harlem Mothers S.A.V.E., an organization
instituted to end this dreaded scourge in our community. She has received
numerous awards and citations for her social activism, among which are the
Charles H. Moore, Jr. Service Award and the St. Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital Center
Award. Her efforts have inspired love and respect from all who have had the
opportunity to meet her. 

Jackie is married to William L. Adams.  They now have two sons, Eric and Bryant,
who are her greatest motivations. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Jackson_(New_York_politician)
http://amsterdamnews.com/news/2012/jun/06/jackie-rowe-adams-save-ing-harlem/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Jackson_(New_York_politician)
http://amsterdamnews.com/news/2012/jun/06/jackie-rowe-adams-save-ing-harlem/


ALLEN HE

Allen He is a professional Magician from NYC who
has performed magic and mentalism for over 11
years. He has performed for countless local
celebrities and companies in NYC and the greater
Tri-State Area, as well as festivals with over 3,000
guests! Allen strives to provide his audiences with
an astonishing, modern, and entertaining
experience by engaging with their senses in ways
never thought possible. 

M A G I C I A N  

ROY 
COLEMAN

Roy Coleman - singer, songwriter and actor; Benoit,
Alcindoro and Chorus in La Boehme/Bronx Opera
Company; Four Eyed Moe /‘Five Guys Named Moe’/Ain’t
Misbehavin’/Black Spectrum Theatre; Satchel Page/A
Requiem of a Racism/ Castillo Theatre; produced two
concerts: In Love Again and most recently at Saint Peter’s
Lutheran Church featuring the music of Thomas “Fats”
Waller and Andy Razaf.  He has had the privilege of being
one of the singers for a Mable Lee production entitled
“Here There and Everywhere”, and has used his gifts in
collaboration in the Mostly Mozart Festival the “Public
Domain was presented; directed by Simon Halsey and
written by David Lang; and testing his vocal gifts against
the insurmountable abilities of the all comprehensible
Minister Dr. Gregory Hopkins to name a few. 

S I N G E R  

CAPOEIRA 
ANGOLA 

Capoeira Angola, an ancient martial art of African
origin, played close to the ground, Capoeira Angola
combines fluid, dance-like movements with kicks,
head butts, tripping sweeps and the appearance of
playfulness or vulnerability. Music is played on
traditional instruments to accompany the players, to
teach the rhythmic heart of the art, and also to mask
its power. Mestre João Grande, a Grand Master of
Capoeira Angola with more than 50 years of
experience, is a highly respected figure in the world of
capoeira and teaches in his academy located in
Harlem New York City. www.joaogrande.org 

B R A Z I L I A N
M A R T I A L  A R T S  

SCHILLER 
INSTITUTE 
NYC 
CHORUS

The Schiller Institute New York City
Chorus began on December 20th, 2014 at
a Sing-Along performance of excerpts of
Handel’s Messiah. The chorus is
committed to creating a renaissance in
the United States based on principles of
Classical Composition. 
The chorus is also committed to the
performance of African-American
Spirituals in keeping with the tradition of
Hall Johnson, H.T. Burleigh and so many
others, as part of the Classical tradition,
and an important American contribution
to great music. 
http://www.sinycchorus.com/ 

C H O I R  

http://ahitsallenhe.com/themagician
http://joaogrande.org/
http://ahitsallenhe.com/themagician
http://joaogrande.org/
http://www.sinycchorus.com/


EUGENE
T.
BARNES

Eugene T. Barnes is a husband, father
and comedian. His clean yet edgy brand
of humor combines high energy physical
comedy with all the sharp whit of a dull
tooth pic (He wrote that joke himself,
told you he was witty.) He's a regular at
some of the biggest clubs in the city
including Caroline's on Broadway. 

C O M E D I A N / H O S T

CHRIS
MCDANIEL 

IVORY FOX 

KIRA FAITH 

ABCirque is a contemporary circus company
that specializes in immersing the audience
into the narrative of each performance.
These non-traditional circus shows keep the
audience on their toes while breaking the
fourth wall with a diverse, dynamic cast that
provides top-notch entertainment for both
independently produced shows and external
bookings.  

ABCirque makes their home at The Muse
Brooklyn, a creative community, training
space, and circus school in New York. In
addition to choreographing and creating at
The Muse, the company members also teach
classes in their respective circus/dance
disciplines.  

C I R C U S  A C T S  

GENEVA
T.  
BAIN

Geneva Theresa Bain, aka ‘GenDeva”, a lifelong
resident of the great village of Harlem, tributes her
mother, Patricia (a singer from Colon, Panama) for
igniting her passion for the stage. Acting and dancing
remain great passions, and she uses those talents 
to create “the total package”: giving audiences great
performances with stellar vocals. GenDeva’s
strongest following comes from the Karaoke circuit.
She has won several contests, and was a 2011 World
Karaoke Championship finalist. She continues to
participate in Karaoke, Live Band Karaoke, Open Mic
performances, and aspires to sing professionally.
She continues sharing her talents with, making the
world a better place, ONE NOTE AT A TIME. 

S O U L  S I N G E R  

https://themusebrooklyn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GenevaTBainSinger/?ref=br_rs
https://www.eugenetbarnes.com/
https://www.eugenetbarnes.com/
https://themusebrooklyn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/GenevaTBainSinger/?ref=br_rs


Y O U R  S U P P O R T  M E A N S

E V E R Y T H I N G  T O  U S

D R A W I N G  W I L L  B E  H E L D  A T   

1 0 : 3 0  P .M .

 50/50 Raffle Tickets 
3 for $5 _ 5 for $10 

Arm's Length for $20
BE  SURE  TO

THANK  YOU

HELPING  HAND

TEAM ,  INC .    

Check out
the one-of-

a-kind 
Silent

Auction  
Items

DON 'T  LEAVE

BEFORE

THANK  YOU  MR .

CORY 'S  COOKIES  

Taking your
gift bag of 
delicious
Chocolate

Chip
Cookies!

THIS  EVENING  WOULD  NOT

HAVE  BEEN  POSSIBLE

WITHOUT  THE  GENEROSITY  OF

WE  ARE  ETERNALLY

GRATEFUL !  

**Service Above Self Sponsors** 
New York State Nurses

Association 
**Spotlight Sponsors** 
Galaxy Electric Corp. 

**Box Office Sponsors** 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 

**Glitz & Glamour Sponsors** 
1199 SEIU 

The Honeywell NYC 
S J Fuel Co. 

Milrose Consultants, Inc. 
**Razzle-Dazzle Sponsors** 

Sierra Consulting 
Takos & K Electric 

**Harlemite Sponsors** 
Top Notch Cinema 

New York Martial Arts Academy 
Green Light Expediting

PLEASE

TAG  US  IN  PHOTOS

Like us on
Facebook

PLEASE

USE  THE  HASHTAG  

#HGT20 1 8

Follow us
on

Instagram

https://www.paypal.me/RotaryClubofHarlem
http://www.thehelpinghandteaminc.com/
https://mrcoryscookies.com/
https://harlemrotary.wordpress.com/2018/05/24/harlems-got-talent-thank-you-sponsors/
https://www.paypal.me/RotaryClubofHarlem
https://www.facebook.com/HarlemRotary/
https://www.instagram.com/harlemrotary/?hl=en


We hope you enjoyed Harlem's Got Talent

Thank You 
for  

joining us!

https://www.paypal.me/RotaryClubofHarlem
https://www.paypal.me/RotaryClubofHarlem

